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Letter to RAPs regarding proposed changes

1 October 2020

-y N

Re: Wellington North Solar Plant Notice of Project Update

| amwriting to you in your capacity as a Registerad Abonginal Party (RAF) for the Wellington North Solar Plant
project that is currently being assessed as a State Significant Development (SSD). pending approval. The
proposed Wellington North Solar Plant would be located about 3.5 km nonh-east of Wellington in the Dubbo
Regional Local Government Area (LGA) directly adjacent to the northem boundary of the Wellington Solar
Farm which is currenily being constructed (owned by Lightsource BF)

This letter is (0 provide a project update and inform you that earfer this year Lightsource BP purchased the
Welington North Solar Plant from the former Proponent, Wellington Morth Solar Farm Pty Limited, a subsidiary
of AGL Energy Limited. Given this change any reference io the Proponent in the existing assessmenis
undertaken for this project now refers to Lighisource BP

As & resull of the changed ownarship, Lightsource BP have proposed four changes lo the development that
was originally presented to you in the Aboriginal Cullural Heritage Assessment Wellington North Solar Plani
(MGH 2018) and Addendum to the ACHA Welkington Nodh Solar Plant (NGH 2013). The proposed changes
ame as follows;

Amendment to the fransmission ling route;
Allernative construclion and operational sie acoess
Ameanded transport route; and

Alternative construction compound location.

These proposed development changes have been made following further detailed design Tollowing the public
exhibition of the Ernvinonmemal Impact Statermant (EIS) and Amendment Repord (AR) for the Wellington Morth
Solar Plam, of which the ACHA and addendum ACHA were a component, Each of these four changes and
their potential to impact upon Aborginal cullural hedtage are addressed balow.

The proposed alReration to the ransmission ine easement 1S considered a more approprate oplion Tor the
progect than the two transmission ling options onginally presented within the EIS. The previously proposed
eastern lransmission ling 5 nol considered cosl effective. The new eastern transmission line oplion would
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connect the solar plant to the existing Welington Substaton and may be overhead or undergreund. From the
solar plant ste the transmission lne would cross Goolma Road, appeoamately 400 m north of the Sod
Corservation Service site access It would continue east for appraximaiely 1.1 km 1o the eastern side of the
Wedlington Correction Certre, before headng south 1o Twelve Mie Road for approoomately 2 km It would
cross Twehe Mile Road and enter the Weilington Substation from the east (see Figure below) The akgnment
of the new transmssion route has been previously surveyed by NGH and Abongnal Community
representatives on the 28% and 29™ of November 2018 with the survey fesults reported on in the Acdendum
ACHA (NGH 2018) Noa further work s corsidered necessary for this proposed design alteration as it has been
sufficiently assessed in the pnor assessment undertaken for Abongnal Hertage for the project (NGH 2018
and NGH 2019) The proposed alignment will not change any of the previcus recommendations in the ACHA
or Aadendum ACHA. The AHIMS ste shown in the proposed works area in the Figure below 18 Irvalia and
was Incorrecty subemitted by NGH This eror has been rectified with AHIMS with the sfe listed as invakd/inot
a site however it s unable to be removed from the AHIMS database despile this dats error

Three access options were ongnally descnbed and assessed as pan of the EIS. Lightsource BP has now
committed 1o all construction sfe access occurring via Gookna Road at Access 3 (see néw access pant n
Figure below for sccess location) As part of this an irtersecton upgrade is requred 10 allow heavy vehicle
access This will require the upgrade of the intersection for 50 metres either side of the access poirt 1o allow
for basic left hand tums and basic nght hand tums. There has been previcus herftage survey in the property
adacert 10 thes area and the proposed works are to occur within an extensively disturbed road corndor. NGH
undertook an adational extensive AHIMS search of the area on the 1% of October 2020 (AHIMS 1D 539763)
ard no addtional AHIMS stes were noted to occur In the area Corsequently, NGH does not beleve that an
addibons| ste inspection s waranted due to the praximity of previous survey, disturbed nature of the area
and 2 lack of serstive landforms or previously recorded sites NGH believed that the proposed works are
uriikely to i/mpact upon any / sdu Abonigingl cultural hertage and consequently have advised that the
proposed works may proceed with caution

As a result of this access point change, the ongnally proposed haulage route has also been amended Thaere
are no proposed works associated wieh this change and consequently there s no potential for impact on
Abongnal cultral hertage and no further assessment is neaded

Addmionally, the kocation of the proposed laydown area has also been changed The laydown area was
onginally proposed to be ocated at the entrance off Access 1 however Lightsource BF now propose It being
focated at the entrance of the new Goolma Road Access as shown n the Figure below. This area has been
previously surveyed for Aboriginal cultural heritage as part of the ofignal ACHA survey by NGH and Aboriginal
Comemunity representatives between the 19 and 27 of February 2018 and will not impact upon any addiional
Aborignal cultural hentage stes. This proposed design ateration has been sufficiontly assessed in the prior
assessment undertaken for Abongnal Hertage for the peoject (NGH 2018 and NGH 2019). Consequently,
NGH considers that no further assessment s required

Despie these four amendments to the proposed development plans, NGH considered that there is limded
potential for these changes to smpact upon Aborignad cultural haritage and as a result no furthar survey or
changes 1o the recommendations of the ACHA or Addendum ACHA (NGH 2018 and NGH 2019) are required
The hertage assessment as outined above wil be written as a chapter letter style report as part of the
Amendmert report to the EIS

if you have any questons or concemns about the proposed development changes outiines above please do
nect hestate to get in touch with me

Yours sincerely,

tdenther Welington North Solar Plant Noboe of Progect Update 1/ 0x2020 2
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